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Town of Columbia Town Board 

Regular Monthly Meeting Minutes – September 10, 2026 

 

 

Call to Order 

The Town of Columbia monthly Town Board meeting was held on Thursday, September 10, 2026, in the 

town hall. Supervisor Seamon called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Council Member Reed gave the invocation prayer. 

 

Officials and Others Present 

Supervisor: Nathan Seamon 

Council Members: Tammy DesGrosielliers, Ryan Fagan, Bruce Learned, H. Ed Reed 

Superintendent of Highways: Justin Davis 

Town Clerk: Eric Gloo 

Codes & Zoning Enforcement Officer: Steven Gay 

Planning Board Member: Sandy Dievendorf, Deb Kidder 

Court Clerk: Mary Doremus 

Others: Lee Sterling 

 

Previous Meeting Minutes 

The minutes of the August 13, 2026, regular board meeting were reviewed. 

 

A motion was made by Council Member DesGrosielliers, seconded by Council Member Learned, to 

approve the minutes. 

Vote: DesGrosielliers (Yes), Fagan (Abstain), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes) 

Motion carried 4-0-1. 

 

Supervisor Monthly Financial Report 

The Supervisor’s monthly financial report for the period ending August 31, 2026, was presented. 

 

A motion was made by Council Member Reed, seconded by Council Member Fagan, to accept the 

Supervisor’s report. 

Vote: DesGrosielliers (Yes), Fagan (Yes), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes) 

Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Town Clerk Monthly Financial Report 

The Town Clerk’s monthly financial report for the period ending August 31, 2026, was presented.  Fees 

were collected in August for dog licenses, certified death certificate copies, three building permit 

applications, and two zoning applications. A check for $359.04 was given to the Supervisor in early 

September. 

 

A motion was made by Council Member Fagan, seconded by Council Member Learned, to accept the 

Town Clerk’s report. 

Vote: DesGrosielliers (Yes), Fagan (Yes), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes) 

Motion carried 5-0. 
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Superintendent of Highways Report 

Superintendent of Highways Justin Davis reported and discussed the following: 

• Trees have been cut on Richfield Hill Road in preparation for next year’s anticipated paving 

• Helping with other towns 

• While it is the County’s responsibility, the Town has been sweeping loose stone at the 

intersection of Columbia Center Road and Spohn Road 

• Fall Trash Day will be Saturday, October 3rd, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 

Town Clerk Report 

Town Clerk Eric Gloo reported and discussed the following: 

• Local Law No. 2 of 2026, Override the Tax Levy Limit, mailed to the NY Secretary of State on 

August 14th, was filed on August 18th and is officially law 

• No communication from the NYS DOT on the McKoons Road School Speed Zone study 

• Five FOIL requests received since the August board meeting 

• August vital statistics: Births – 1 / Deaths – 1 / Marriages – 2 

 

Codes Enforcement Report 

Codes and Zoning Enforcement Officer Steven Gay reported and discussed the following: 

• Golden Horseshoe Trailer Park inspected on August 22nd 

o Property owner did not attend inspection 

o Dumpster is full, and fee to empty has not been paid 

• Two stop work orders placed on building projects on Jordanville Road and Gage Road 

o Owners did not submit required Building Permit or Zoning applications 

o Applications have since been submitted 

 

Planning Board Report 

Planning Board Secretary Deb Kidder reported and discussed the following: 

• Resolution passed allowing construction phase of the Jordanville Road cell tower to begin 

o Thanked Town Board for assistance with the entire process 

o Good to have the Town Attorney, Verizon’s attorney and independent consultant involved 

• Resolution passed granting Special Use Permit for JT Motorcar used car display lot on St. Rte. 28 

• Planning Board members continue to work on the Town’s wind law 

 

Correspondence - The Town Board reviewed the monthly correspondence. 
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BOARD DISCUSSION 

 

Health Insurance 

Bob Carey, NBT Insurance Account Executive, met with Supervisor Seamon, Council Member Learned 

and Superintendent of Highways Davis to discuss renewing the Highway Department employee health 

insurance plan. Supervisor Seamon reported and discussed the following: 

• The current plan is MVP EPO Bronze 5 HDHP, Expanded 

• Compared with CDPHP and Excellus, MVP is best 

• Cost of insurance will increase 24.3% in 2027, approximately $15,000 

• Superintendent of Highways Davis said the highway employees are happy to stay with MVP 

 

A motion was made by Council Member DesGrosielliers, seconded by Council Member Reed, to renew 

the existing MVP EPO Bronze 5 HDHP, Expanded health insurance plan. 

Vote: DesGrosielliers (Yes), Fagan (Yes), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes) 

Motion carried 5-0. 

 

2027 Budget 

The 2027 Tentative Budget was presented and reviewed. Discussion included: 

• The 2% increase allowed by the State totals $12,201, which the Town is absorbing without 

increasing the budget 

• The majority of the budget expense is in the Highway Department 

• With the Tax Collector position being abolished, the Town Clerk assumes those duties starting in 

January 2027 

• Council Member Reed said the Supervisor’s salary was cut a few years ago, has not been raised 

since, and is significantly low compared to neighboring towns 

 

TOWN OF COLUMBIA RESOLUTION #2026-20 

Presented by Council Member Reed, Seconded by Council Member DesGrosielliers 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN BOARD SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING 
AND PROVIDING FOR NOTICE OF THE HEARING TO THE PUBLIC 

 ON THE 2027 PRELIMINARY BUDGET 
 
WHEREAS, the Tentative Budget for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2027 was filed with the Town 
Clerk, and; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the 2027 Tentative Budget, as reviewed, is hereby approved 
and filed as the 2027 Preliminary Budget, and; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board shall conduct a Public Hearing on the proposed 2027 
Preliminary Budget at 7:00 p.m. on the 8th day of October, 2026, at the Columbia Town Building, 147 
Columbia Center Road, Ilion, NY 13357, and; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town Clerk is hereby directed to: (a) publish and post notice of the 
Public Hearing as required by law, (b) make the 2027 Preliminary Budget available on the Town website, 
and (c) make a copy of the 2027 Preliminary Budget available for inspection by any interested person 
during the published Town Clerk office hours. 
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AND THEREFORE, the Town Clerk is hereby directed to enter this resolution in the minutes of this 
meeting. 
 
The question of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote as follows: 
Vote: DesGrosielliers (Yes), Fagan (Yes), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes) 

Resolution adopted 5-0. 

 

LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON  

2027 PRELIMINARY TOWN BUDGET 

 

NOTICE is hereby given that the PRELIMINARY BUDGET of the Town of Columbia for the fiscal year 

beginning January 1, 2027, has been completed and filed with the office of the Town Clerk,147 Columbia 

Center Road, Ilion, NY 13357, where it will be available for inspection by any interested person during 

the published Town Clerk office hours, or anytime on the Town website, https://townofcolumbiany.gov.  

FURTHER NOTICE is hereby given that the Town Board of the Town of Columbia will meet and review 

said preliminary budget and hold a public hearing thereon at the Columbia Town Building at 7:00 p.m. 

on October 8, 2026.  At such hearing, any person may be heard in favor of or against the preliminary 

budget as compiled for and against any items therein. 

Proposed salaries for elected officials are: 

Supervisor                  $10,000 

Board Members (4)            $2,000 each, totaling $8,000 

Superintendent of Highways       $64,500 

Town Clerk (includes Tax Collection duties) $21,200 

Town Justice             $10,000 

 

By order of the Town Board, Town of Columbia, dated September 10, 2026. 

Eric Gloo 

Town of Columbia Clerk 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

Security Cameras 

Town Clerk Eric Gloo reported that a grant to help with the cost of installing security cameras at the 

Town Building is available through the Justice Court Assistance Program (JCAP). Since the Town Clerk 

and Town Court share an office, costs must be shared with the Town. 

TOWN OF COLUMBIA RESOLUTION #2026-21 

Presented by Council Member Fagan, Seconded by Council Member Learned 

 

TOWN COURT REQUESTING AUTHORIZATION TO APPLY FOR FUNDING 
FROM THE JUSTICE COURT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

 
WHEREAS, the Town Justice and the Town Clerk acknowledge the need for security cameras in the 
interior areas of both the shared Court Clerk / Town Clerk office and the Court Room, and the exterior of 
the Town Building, and; 
 
WHEREAS, funding for security cameras is available through the Justice Court Assistance Program 
(JCAP), and; 
 
WHEREAS, the Town Justice is requesting authorization from the Town Board to apply for funding from 
JCAP during the 2026-27 grant cycle. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of the Town of Columbia authorizes the Columbia 
Town Court to apply for a JCAP grant in the 2026-27 grant cycle up to $30,000.00. 
 
AND THEREFORE, the Town Clerk is hereby directed to enter this resolution in the minutes of this 
meeting. 
 
The question of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote as follows: 
Vote: DesGrosielliers (Yes), Fagan (Yes), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes) 

Resolution adopted 5-0. 

 

Updating Permit Applications, Forms and Fees 

Town Clerk Eric Gloo will contact the Town officials who have shown interest in discussing the updating 

of permit applications, forms and fees. 

 

NYAOT Conference 

Council Member Reed will attend the New York Association of Towns (NYAOT) Legislative Conference in 

Albany on September 22nd and 23rd. 

 

Town Court Closed 

Town Court will be closed on Tuesday, September 29th. 
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Audit and Approval of Bills 

The Town Board audited the monthly bills. The warrants totaled: 

• General Fund / No. 1-11 / $4,698.30 

• Highway Fund / No. 1-7 / $10,421.70 

 

A motion was made by Council Member Fagan, seconded by Council Member Reed, to pay 

the monthly bills. 

Vote: DesGrosielliers (Yes), Fagan (Yes), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes) 

Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Announcement of Next Meeting and Public Hearing 

The next regular meeting of the Columbia Town Board will be on Thursday, October 8, 2026, at 6:30 

p.m., and the Public Hearing on the 2027 Preliminary Budget will be at 7:00 p.m., both in the Town 

Hall. 

 

Adjournment 

There being no further business, a motion was made by Council Member Fagan, seconded by Council 

Member DesGrosielliers, to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Vote: DesGrosielliers (Yes), Fagan (Yes), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes). 

Motion carried 5-0. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:04 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Eric C. Gloo 

Town of Columbia Clerk 

 

 

Copy: Town Board Members, Town Supervisor, Superintendent of Highways, 

Planning Board Chair, Planning Board Secretary, Code & Zoning Enforcement Officer, 

Town Website, West Winfield Star 


