Town of Columbia

Regular Monthly Meeting and Public Hearing Minutes
May 14, 2026

Call to Order
The Town of Columbia monthly Town Board meeting was held on Thursday, May 14, 2026, in the town hall.
Supervisor Seamon called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. Council Member
Reed gave the invocation prayer.

Officials and Others Present
Supervisor: Nathan Seamon
Council Member: Ryan Fagan
Council Member: Bruce Learned
Council Member: H. Ed Reed
Town Clerk: Eric Gloo
Superintendent of Highways: Justin Davis
Planning Board Chair: Barbara Warner-Davis
Planning Board Members: Sandra Dievendorf and Deborah Kidder
4 Others
Absent: Council Member Tammy DesGrosielliers

Previous Meeting Minutes
The minutes of the April 9, 2026, regular board meeting were reviewed.

A motion was made by Council Member Fagan, seconded by Council Member Learned, to approve the minutes.
Vote: DesGrosielliers (Absent), Fagan (Yes), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes). Minutes approved 4-0.

Supervisor Monthly Financial Report
The Supervisor’s monthly financial report for the period ending April 30, 2026, was presented.

A motion was made by Council Member Fagan, seconded by Council Member Reed, to accept
the Supervisor’s report.
Vote: DesGrosielliers (Absent), Fagan (Yes), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes). Motion carried 4-0.

Town Clerk Monthly Financial Report
The Town Clerk’s monthly financial report for the period ending April 30, 2026, was presented. Fees were
collected in April for dog licenses, building permits, zoning applications, cell tower escrow payment, and a site
plan review. A check for $7,860.80 was given to the Supervisor.

A motion was made by Council Member Fagan, seconded by Council Member Reed, to accept the Town Clerk’s
report.
Vote: DesGrosielliers (Absent), Fagan (Yes), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes). Motion carried 4-0.
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Superintendent of Highways Report
Superintendent of Highways Justin Davis reported and discussed the following:

Working on getting the sand building filled. Most likely, there is enough sand to get through next winter.
The 09 International will be put up for sale on Auctions International. The auction will end just before
the next board meeting.

The Warren Cemetery has been cleaned up. Weed eating will be done before Memorial Day. The
cemetery right-of-way is on Eberline Road, not Warren Road as originally thought, which gives us much
better access.

Trash Day: 120 vehicles came through. We received $300.00 for the scrap dumpster.

Cost estimates for road work / oil and stone were discussed. Suit-Kote will be doing the work, beginning
on Monday, May 18t

Town Clerk Report
Town Clerk Eric Gloo reported and discussed the following:

NYSDOT speed study of McKoons Road is complete.
o Current speed limit of 55 MPH will be lowered to 45 MPH between Smith Road and % mile north
of Richfield Hill Road.
o Current speed limit of 55 MPH will be lowered to 50 MPH between % mile north of Richfield Hill
Road and approximately 2000’ west of State Route 28.
o The existing 30 MPH section of McKoons Road, from State Route 28 to approximately 2000” west,
will remain the same.
A new State law amendment requires that a new line, for voluntary shelter contributions, be printed on
dog license renewals. A new budget line needs to be added. The Town Supervisor is to disperse received
funds annually to the Herkimer County Humane Society. BAS, the Town Clerk computer system, will be
updated to accommodate this. Council Member Reed asked about the amendment. General discussion
followed.
All Town local laws and ordinances have been scanned and are posted on the Town website.
Working on creating a “Resolution Book”, which will store all the Town Board resolutions in one place,
for easy reference.
April vital statistics: Births - 1 / Deaths - 0 / Marriages - 0
The bottom of a plastic storage bin in the vault is cracked, allowing moisture in. Many of the
folders/papers are wet.
Town Clerk office hours are set up to offer several time-of-day options to Town residents. Currently,
Thursday mornings are the least busy.

Public Hearing on Local Law 1 of 2026 - Wind Energy Moratorium
Supervisor Seamon opened the Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m. The hearing was held open for public comment.
There was discussion of why there will be a moratorium, and the possibility of New York State overriding the
Town’s future wind law. There was general discussion of the wind project in the Town of Warren and the Town
of Stark. The Town Board was thanked for establishing the moratorium.

A motion was made by Council Member Reed, seconded by Council Member Fagan, to close the Public Hearing at
7:32 p.m.
Vote: DesGrosielliers (Absent), Fagan (Yes), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes). Motion carried 4-0.
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Codes Enforcement Report - No report

Planning Board Report
Planning Board Chair Barbara Warner-Davis reported and discussed the following:

A pre-conference meeting and Public Hearing for the Cozy Haven School are scheduled for May 20th.
Council Member Reed asked about bussing, and if there will be a parking lot or driveway so students
won’t be onloading/offloading from McKoons Road. Supervisor Seamon asked if Herkimer County has
been contacted about the culvert in that area. General discussion followed.

A Public Hearing was held April 15t for Starview Storage. They are still working with NYSDOT on egress.
A proposed used car dealership on State Route 28, near Jordanville Road, was discussed. The business
owner will be renting the property. A Special Use Permit and Site Plan Review will be required.

An independent consultant is working on the proposed Jordanville Road cell tower.

Plans for a property on Elizabethtown Road have been referred to the Zoning Board of Appeals.
Possible subdivisions of properties on Kingdom Road and McKoons Road were discussed.

The Town Board was thanked for the wind energy moratorium. The Planning Board will be reviewing
wind laws from the State.

Tax Collector Report
Tax Collector Mary Doremus reported and discussed the following:

The Town of Columbia has a total of 1,101 parcels of land, according to the 2026 tax roll. The Tax
Collector is assigned to collect taxes on 1,062 parcels (four more than 2025). The remaining parcels are
“Corporate” parcels paid by entities like NYSEG and Windstream, and others, directly to Herkimer
County.
From January 2nd to April 4th, taxes were collected on 968 parcels (one less than 2025).
Transfers from Tax Collector checking account to Town of Columbia:

o $156,000.00 - January 20

o $ 900.00 - January 20

o $120,733.00 - January 30

o $296,950.00 - February 3

o $574,583.00 - Total
Paperwork was turned in to Herkimer County on April 16th. The County was paid $418,380.37 on April
29t for the Herkimer County taxes collected.
A checked was mailed to Herkimer County on May 14t for $6.11 (half the interest earned on the
checking account from January 1, 2026 to April 30, 2026; 76 cents more than 2025).
The uncollected tax total (which includes re-levy of school taxes on most of the 94 unpaid parcels) was
$156,339.66 ($34,492.81 more than 2025).
During collections from January to April, payments were tracked manually in a notebook and in an Excel

spreadsheet.

Per Herkimer County recommendations, each paid parcel is to be noted PAID, along with the date paid,
in each of the two Tax Roll books provided by Herkimer County. One Tax Roll book is retained at the
Town of Columbia records. The second Tax Roll book was turned in to Herkimer County.

[ will still field tax collecting phone calls and letters until the end of this year.

[ have enjoyed doing the tax collecting job since 2023. Now on to my new position as Town of Columbia
Court Clerk.



Privilege of the Floor - No comments
Correspondence - The Town Board reviewed the monthly correspondence.
BOARD DISCUSSION

Local Law No. 1 0of 2026 - Wind Energy Moratorium

TOWN OF COLUMBIA RESOLUTION #2026-10
Presented by Council Member Reed, Seconded by Council Member Fagan

RESOLUTION LOCAL LAW NO. 1 OF 2026 SEQRA REVIEW
AND COUNTY PLANNING BOARD REFERRAL

WHEREAS, the Town of Columbia (the “Town”) recognizes the use of wind energy as a renewable energy
resource; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Columbia wishes to ensure any use of the Town’s wind energy resource is considered
for approval in a manner compatible with the Town’s most current Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Law;

WHEREAS, the Town of Columbia in considering enacting a moratorium to temporarily pause consideration,
approval, and construction of certain renewable energy systems pending review of, and consideration of
changes to, the existing Zoning Law; and

WHEREAS, the State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) requires that an agency conducting any
action, which may have a significant effect on the environment, must ensure that the action is reviewed for
potential environmental impacts; and

WHEREAS, a moratorium is classified as a Type Il action under SEQRA (6 NYCRR 617.5 (c) [36])

SEQRA Regulations and are posted on the DEC website:
https://govt.westlaw.com/nycrr/Browse/Home/NewYork/UnofficialNewYorkCodesRulesandRegulations?guid=
Ifb3e6cb0b5a011dda0a4el17826ebc834&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextDa
ta=(sc.Default)

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the proposed Local Law No. 1 of 2026, Town of Columbia Moratorium on
Wind Energy Deriving Towers and Transmission Facilities Law is a Type Il action under the New York State
Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and thus no further environmental review is required;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Local Law No. 1 of 2026, Town of Columbia Moratorium on Wind Energy
Deriving Towers and Transmission Facilities Law has been referred to the County Planning Board for their
consideration and comment;

AND THEREFORE, the Town Clerk is hereby directed to enter this resolution in the minutes of this meeting.
The question of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote as follows:

Vote: DesGrosielliers (Absent), Fagan (Yes), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes).
Resolution adopted 4-0.



CONSIDERATION OF UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND NEW BUSINESS

Budget Modifications, Transfers, Audit and Approval of Bills

TOWN OF COLUMBIA RESOLUTION #2026-11
Presented by Council Member Learned, Seconded by Council Member Reed

BUDGET MODIFICATION

WHEREAS, the Town of Columbia (the “Town”) recognizes that at times, it may need to make budget
modifications to the current annual budget;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor be and is hereby authorized to make the
following budget modification:

e $20,000 from DA5110.4 General Repairs - Contractual to DA5142.4 Snow Removal - Contractual

AND THEREFORE, the Town Clerk is hereby directed to enter this resolution in the minutes of this meeting.
The question of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote as follows:

Vote: DesGrosielliers (Absent), Fagan (Yes), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes).
Resolution adopted 4-0.

The Town Board audited the monthly bills. The warrants totaled:
e General Fund / No. 1-19 / $13,159.13
e Highway Fund / No. 1-16 / $61,605.65

A motion was made by Council Member Learned, seconded by Council Member Reed, to pay
the monthly bills.
Vote: DesGrosielliers (Absent), Fagan (Yes), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes). Motion carried 4-0.



Announcement of Next Meeting
The next regular meeting of the Columbia Town Board will be on Tuesday, June 9, 2026, at 6:30 p.m., in the
town hall.

Adjournment
There being no further business, a motion was made by Council Member Fagan, seconded by Council Member
Reed, to adjourn the meeting.

Vote: DesGrosielliers (Absent), Fagan (Yes), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes). Motion carried 4-0.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:09 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Eric C. Gloo
Town of Columbia Clerk



