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Town of Columbia Town Board 

Regular Monthly Meeting Minutes 

June 9, 2026 
 

 

Call to Order 

The Town of Columbia monthly Town Board meeting was held on Tuesday, June 9, 2026, in the town hall. 

Supervisor Seamon called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. Council Member 

Reed gave the invocation prayer. 

 

Officials and Others Present 

Supervisor: Nathan Seamon 

Council Member Tammy DesGrosielliers 

Council Member: Ryan Fagan 

Council Member: Bruce Learned 

Council Member: H. Ed Reed 

Town Clerk: Eric Gloo 

Superintendent of Highways: Justin Davis 

Planning Board Chair: Barbara Warner-Davis 

Court Clerk: Mary Doremus 

Herkimer County Legislator, Town Codes Enforcement / Zoning Enforcement Officer: Raymond Donley 

Town Attorney: Christopher Bray 

Others: Steven Gay 

 

Previous Meeting Minutes 

The minutes of the May 14, 2026, regular board meeting and public hearing were reviewed. 

 

A motion was made by Council Member Reed, seconded by Council Member Fagan, to approve the minutes. 

Vote: DesGrosielliers (Yes), Fagan (Yes), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes). Minutes approved 5-0. 

 

Supervisor Monthly Financial Report 

The Supervisor’s monthly financial report for the period ending May 31, 2026, was presented. The process of 

overriding the tax cap for fiscal year 2027, if needed, was discussed. 

 

A motion was made by Council Member Fagan, seconded by Council Member DesGrosielliers, to accept 

the Supervisor’s report. 

Vote: DesGrosielliers (Yes), Fagan (Yes), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes). Motion carried 5-0. 
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Town Clerk Monthly Financial Report 

The Town Clerk’s monthly financial report for the period ending May 31, 2026, was presented.  Fees were 

collected in May for dog licenses, building permits, zoning applications, and a special use permit (commercial). A 

check for $243.36 was given to the Supervisor. 

 

A motion was made by Council Member Reed, seconded by Council Member Fagan, to accept the Town Clerk’s 

report. 

Vote: DesGrosielliers (Yes), Fagan (Yes), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes). Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Superintendent of Highways Report 

Superintendent of Highways Justin Davis reported and discussed the following: 

• The new ’25 Western Star truck arrived on April 11th  

• On May 19th oil and stone work was done on Brennan, Stroupe, Prey Hill, Dugan, Hoffman                       

and Osley Roads 

• Thank you to the Towns of Warren, German Flatts, Litchfield and Richfield for their help with trucking 

stone for oil and stone 

• The auction of the ’09 International ended with a $4,850 winning bid. This amount was deemed too low, 

and discussion followed. 

• Attended Highway school from June 1st through June 3rd. It was informative. 

• The CHIPS (Consolidated Local Street and Highway Improvement Program) funding portion of the 

2026-2027 NYS budget was discussed. 

 

Town Clerk Report 

Town Clerk Eric Gloo reported and discussed the following: 

• The dog license and disability parking permit pages on the Town website have been updated 

• FOIL (Freedom of Information Law) Request Application form is updated and ready for the Town 

website. This gives clearer directions for people to follow. 

• Still waiting on BAS for the computer update for the shelter donation line on dog license renewals 

• Ordered and received ink stamps to be used when various clerk documents are received, sent out, or 

certified 

• May vital statistics: Births – 0 / Deaths – 0 / Marriages – 0 

• Thank you to Ray Donley for his years of service to the Town 

 

Codes Enforcement Report 

Codes Enforcement and Zoning Officer Ray Donley discussed the Golder Horseshoe Trailer Park. The 

unpermitted building of a deck on State Route 51 in Cedarville was also discussed. He thanked the Town for 

allowing him to serve as Codes Enforcement and Zoning officer. 

 

Planning Board Report 

Planning Board Chair Barbara Warner-Davis reported and discussed the following: 

• William Johnson, RF Consultant for the proposed Jordanville Road cell tower, gave a presentation at the 

May Planning Board meeting. 

• James Tomlinson, owner of JT Motorcar, a proposed used car dealership on State Route 28, near 

Jordanville Road, will have a pre-planning session with the Planning Board on July 17th. 
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• The culvert on McKoons Road in front of Cozy Haven School was approved by Herkimer County. The 

school builder will contact Richfield Springs Central School regarding a bus turn-around. Superintendent 

of Highways Davis will check with Herkimer County about a school speed zone for that area. 

• The Special Use Permit for Starview Storage was approved. 

 

Privilege of the Floor 

Mary Doremus spoke on behalf of the committee planning the America 250th Town of Columbia Celebration. It 

will be held on Sunday, August 9th, from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., at the Cemetery of the Reformed Church of 

Columbia, 1486 Jordanville Road. The process of fundraising was discussed. 

 

Correspondence - The Town Board reviewed the monthly correspondence. 

 

BOARD DISCUSSION 

 

Local Law No. 1 of 2026 - Wind Energy Systems Moratorium 

 

Local Law No. 1 of the year 2026 

 

Town of Columbia Moratorium on Wind Energy Deriving Towers 

 and Transmission Facilities Law 

 

Be it enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Columbia, as follows:  

 

ARTICLE I: ENACTMENT, AUTHORIZATION, TITLE, PURPOSE 

 

Section 101: Enactment and Authorization 

 

The Town Board of the Town of Columbia does hereby ordain and enact the Town of Columbia Moratorium on 

Wind Energy Deriving Towers and Transmission Facilities Law pursuant to authority and provisions of Section 

10 of the Municipal Home Rule Law. 

 

Section 102: Title 

 

This local law shall be known as the Town of Columbia Moratorium on Wind Energy Deriving Towers and 

Transmission Facilities Law. 

 

Section 103: Purpose 

 

It is the purpose of this law to prevent and avoid serious detrimental health, environmental and planning 

conditions which threaten the Town of Columbia by allowing degradation of its significant environmental and 

agricultural resources and in order not to undermine the conscious and continuous determination by the town to 

resolve and lessen such threats to the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the Town of Columbia. 
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ARTICLE II: IMPOSITION OF MORATORIUM 

 

Section 201: Imposition of Moratorium 

 

For a period of three hundred sixty-five (365) days from and after the adoption date of this law, no application for 

construction or erection of wind energy deriving towers and transmission facilities may be filed, accepted or 

processed. For the purpose of this law, an application for tower construction shall be deemed to mean any request 

for official action by the Town Board, Planning Board, Codes Enforcement Officer, or Building Inspector, which 

request and approval would in any way commence or continue the process whereby a wind energy deriving tower 

or associated transmission facility(ies) is or may be constructed or erected. 

 

ARTICLE III: VALIDITY 

 

Section 301: Savings Clause 

 

If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this law is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by any court or 

competent jurisdiction, the said holding shall in no way affect the validity of the remaining portions of this law. 

 

ARTICLE IV: Effective Date 

 

Section 401: Effective Date 

 

This local law shall take effect immediately upon the filing with the Secretary of State. 

 

 

TOWN OF COLUMBIA RESOLUTION #2026-12 

Presented by Council Member Reed, Seconded by Council Member Learned 

 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING LOCAL LAW NO. 1 OF 2026, TOWN OF COLUMBIA MORATORIUM 

ON WIND ENERGY DERIVING TOWERS AND TRANSMISSION FACILITIES 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Columbia (the “Town”) on April 9, 2026, introduced Local Law No. 1 of 2026, titled 
“Town of Columbia Moratorium on Wind Energy Deriving Towers and Transmission Facilities Law”; and 
 
WHEREAS, a moratorium is classified as a Type II action under SEQRA (6 NYCRR 617.5 (c) [36]) 
Regulations and are posted on the DEC website:  
https://govt.westlaw.com/nycrr/Browse/Home/NewYork/UnofficialNewYorkCodesRulesandRegulations?guid=
Ifb3e6cb0b5a011dda0a4e17826ebc834&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextDa
ta=(sc.Default)  
 
WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on Local Law No. 1 of 2026, Town of Columbia Moratorium on Wind 
Energy Deriving Towers and Transmission Facilities Law on May 14th at 7:00 PM, 2026; 
 
WHEREAS, the Town referred Local Law No. 1 of 2026, Town of Columbia Moratorium on Wind Energy Deriving 
Towers and Transmission Facilities Law to the relevant county planning agency pursuant to § 239-m of the New 
York State General Municipal Law;  
 

https://govt.westlaw.com/nycrr/Browse/Home/NewYork/UnofficialNewYorkCodesRulesandRegulations?guid=Ifb3e6cb0b5a011dda0a4e17826ebc834&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/nycrr/Browse/Home/NewYork/UnofficialNewYorkCodesRulesandRegulations?guid=Ifb3e6cb0b5a011dda0a4e17826ebc834&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/nycrr/Browse/Home/NewYork/UnofficialNewYorkCodesRulesandRegulations?guid=Ifb3e6cb0b5a011dda0a4e17826ebc834&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
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WHEREAS, the Herkimer-Oneida Counties Comprehensive Planning Program Chairman issued a statement of 
no recommended changes to the Town of Columbia Moratorium on Wind Energy Deriving Towers and 
Transmission Facilities Law via Notice of County Recommendation dated May 18, 2026; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Columbia hereby approves and 
adopts the attached Local Law No. 1 of 2026, “Town of Columbia Moratorium on Wind Energy Deriving Towers 
and Transmission Facilities Law”; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town Board hereby directs the Town Clerk to file Local Law No. 1 of 2026, 
“Town of Columbia Moratorium on Wind Energy Deriving Towers and Transmission Facilities Law” with the 
New York State Secretary of State in Albany within twenty (20) days.  This must be done on the appropriate 
forms provided by the Secretary of State and in accordance with Municipal Home Rule Law §27.  The forms must 
be completed in accordance with the Department of State's instructions (rules for filing local laws).  One (1) 
original copy must be mailed to the Secretary of State, Records and Law Bureau, Department of State, which is 
located in Albany, New York.  After filing is complete, the Town will receive a postcard from the Secretary of 
State verifying that the law was filed, which the Town Clerk is directed to file in the Town Clerk's office as proof 
of filing. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor is directed to submit a final action report to the 

Herkimer-Oneida Counties Comprehensive Planning Program in accordance with Section 239-m of the General 

Municipal Law.  

 
AND THEREFORE, the Town Clerk is hereby directed to enter this resolution in the minutes of this meeting. 
The question of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote as follows: 

 

Vote: DesGrosielliers (Yes), Fagan (Yes), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes). 

Resolution adopted 5-0. 

 

Elizabethtown Road Property Variance 

The Conditional Use Variance for 396 Elizabethtown Road was discussed. The Zoning Board of Appeals will 

address this at its June 10th meeting. 

 

Building Code 

Town Attorney Christopher Bray said the Town’s Building Code is out of date and needs updating, due to 

changes at the State level. This will require a local law. 

 

Zoning and Codes Enforcement Officer Personnel 

Zoning and Codes Enforcement Officer Raymond Donley’s letter of resignation, effective June 30, 2026, was 

reviewed. 

 

A motion was made by Council Member Fagan, seconded by Council Member DesGrosielliers, to accept  

Raymond Donley’s resignation. 

Vote: DesGrosielliers (Yes), Fagan (Yes), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes). Motion carried 5-0. 
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TOWN OF COLUMBIA RESOLUTION #2026-13 

Presented by Council Member DesGrosielliers, Seconded by Council Member Learned 

 

APPOINTMENT OF STEVEN GAY AS TOWN OF COLUMBIA 

ZONING ENFORCEMENT OFFICER AND CODES ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Columbia has accepted current Zoning Enforcement Officer and 

Codes Enforcement Officer Raymond Donley’s resignation letter, with the resignation effective end of June 30, 

2026; and 

 

WHEREAS, Steven Gay, is prepared to serve as the Zoning Enforcement Officer and Codes Enforcement Officer, 

effective July 1, 2026; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Town Board appoints Steven Gay as the Town of Columbia Zoning 

Enforcement Officer and Codes Enforcement Officer, effective July 1, 2026, at a prorated compensation amount 

for the remainder of 2026, at the total rate of $900 for the Zoning Enforcement Officer position (for services 

rendered from July 1, 2026 – December 31, 2026) and the total rate of $2,100 for the Codes Enforcement Officer 

position (for services rendered from July 1, 2026 – December 31, 2026), to be paid quarterly; 

 

AND THEREFORE, the Town Clerk is hereby directed to enter this resolution in the minutes of this meeting. 

The question of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote as follows: 

 

Vote: DesGrosielliers (Yes), Fagan (Yes), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes). 

Resolution adopted 5-0. 

 

New York State Highway Law 284 

A motion was made by Council Member Reed, seconded by Council Member DesGrosielliers, to sign the 2026 

Town of Columbia Agreement for the Expenditure of Highway Monies. 

Vote: DesGrosielliers (Yes), Fagan (Yes), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes). Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Audit and Approval of Bills 

The Town Board audited the monthly bills. The warrants totaled: 

• General Fund / No. 1-17 / $12,468.47 

• Highway Fund / No. 1-13 / $94,100.61 

 

A motion was made by Council Member Learned, seconded by Council Member Fagan, to pay 

the monthly bills. 

Vote: DesGrosielliers (Yes), Fagan (Yes), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes). Motion carried 5-0. 
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Announcement of Next Meeting 

The next regular meeting of the Columbia Town Board will be on Thursday, July 9, 2026, at 6:30 p.m., in the 

town hall. 

 

Adjournment 

There being no further business, a motion was made by Council Member Fagan, seconded by Council Member 

Reed, to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Vote: DesGrosielliers (Yes), Fagan (Yes), Learned (Yes), Reed (Yes), Seamon (Yes). Motion carried 5-0. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Eric C. Gloo 

Town of Columbia Clerk 


