
Town of Columbia  

Regular Planning Board Meeting  


March 19, 2025


The Town of Columbia Planning Board held its regular monthly meeting on March 19, 2025 at 
the Town Building.


Members Present: R. Bayzon; D. Rubin; R. Seamon; D. Kidder; B. Warner-Davis; S. Dievendorf, 
alternate   Others Present: none

Meeting called to order at 7:13 p.m. by Chairman R. Bayzon 


Minutes of the Planning Board regular meeting and annual organizational meeting held February 
19, 2024 were approved with corrections. 


Chairman’s Report:

1. No report from the Town of Columbia Zoning/Codes Officer R. Donley. 

2. Although NYS Town Law does not indicate any timeline for review of Comprehensive Plans, 

Chairman Bayzon noted the suggestion in NYS Planning Board trainings that Comprehensive 
Plans be reviewed every five years. 


3. Chairman Bayzon reminded members that expenditures incurred by a member, and are 
reimbursed by the Town, will be included in a 1099 received from the Town.  


4. An AI Chat, Stella, has been introduced on a trial basis on the Town’s website.  


Communications and Reports:

1. D. Kidder presented: Manore, A. “Developers present Roberts Road solar farm plans to New 

Hartford Town Board.” 3/15/25 - Daily Sentinel

2. D. Rubin presented the following :     


• Quackenbush, C. “Town discusses proposed solar array at contaminated land.”  3/1/25 - 
Daily Sentinel


• Quackenbush, C. “Residents share concerns over proposed Herkimer solar project.”  3/5/25 - 
Daily Sentinel


• Quackenbush, C. “Firefighters battle lithium-ion battery fire in Central Square.”  3/19/25 - 
Daily Sentinel




Old Business:

1. EDF Columbia Solar Project: No report.  


Town of Columbia Comprehensive Plan:

1. S. Dievendorf and D. Kidder met and made changes to the Comprehensive Plan with regard 

to minor corrections and formatting issues.

2. D. Kidder presented a printing cost estimate of $15.50 per copy of the Comprehensive Plan 

by The Gallery, Yorkville, NY. 

3. Planning Board members received and reviewed suggestions to the Comprehensive Plan as 

forwarded by Attorney B. Wiseniewski.  Members implemented changes with modifications 
as deemed appropriate by members.


4. R. Bayzon - locate information on Herkimer Soil and Water for  reference section.

5. D. Rubin - complete appendix for historical map 


New Business:

Planning Board members resolved to have a Public Hearing for proposed revisions of the 
Comprehensive Plan on April 16, 2025 at 7:00 pm. at the Town Building.  Any interested parties 
and citizens will be heard at the public hearing.  At least a 10 day notice of the public hearing 
will be published in the West Winfield Star, the Town’s official paper and on the Town’s website.  
Secretary D. Kidder to do notifications.


Board and Public Discussion:

none 

Chairman Bayzon adjourned the meeting at 10:00  p.m.

Next regular meeting on April 16, 2025 immediately after the Public Hearing


Respectfully submitted,


Deborah Kidder

Secretary

Copy: Planning Board Members and alternate, Town Supervisor, Town website 



