Town of Columbia
Regular Planning Board Meeting

November 19, 2025

The Town of Columbia Planning Board held its regular monthly meeting on November 19, 2025
at the Town Building.

Members Present: R. Bayzon; D. Rubin; R. Seamon; D. Kidder; B. Warner-Davos; S.
Dievendorf, alternate Others Present: J. Burke; T. Burke; B. Davis

Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Chairman R. Bayzon

Minutes of the Planning Board regular meeting held October 15, 2025 were approved by both
email and at the meeting as presented.

Review and decision regarding possible subdivision: presented by J. Burke and T. Burke,
landowners

To determine if the division of Tax Map Parcel 131.2-1-62.1, owned by James C. Burke, at 937
Millers Mills Road, West Winfield, NY 13491, is considered a subdivision. A motion was made
that the aforementioned parcel is not a minor or major subdivision because it does not meet the
legal definition of a subdivision, which is the division of a lot into two or more parcels from the
parent parcel. The motion was unanimously approved by the Town of Columbia Planning
Board. Chairman Bayzon signed survey maps.

Review and decision regarding possible subdivision: presented by B. Davis, surveyor

To determine if the division of Tax Map Parcel 131.2-1-7, owned by William and Cynthia
Forster, at 847 Jordanville Road, Ilion, NY 13357 is considered a subdivision. A motion was
made that the aforementioned parcel is not a minor or major subdivision because it does not
meet the legal definition of a subdivision, which is the division of a lot into two or more parcels
from the parent parcel. The motion was unanimously approved by the Town of Columbia
Planning Board.

Chairman’s Report:

1. No report from the Town of Columbia Zoning/Codes Officer R. Donley.

2. Another determination concerning a possible subdivision will be presented at next month’s
meeting.

Communications and Reports:

1. Minutes of the November 13, 2025 Town Board meeting were distributed for review.



2. D. Kidder presented the following:
* Public Hearing Notice of the Town of Columbia Zoning Board at 7:00 pm on December 2nd ,

2025 at the Town Building, to hear an appeal request for an area/land use variance at Tax Map
Parcel 131.1-1-8 on Jordanville Road in the Town of Columbia. The appeal calls for
construction of an unmanned wireless tower communications facility, secured within a 75’ by
75’ fenced area. At this time all interested parties will be heard. 11/19/2025 - West Winfield
Star.

* Gannon, A. “ Historical District Formed In West Winfield” 11/19/2025 - West Winfield Star 3.
D. Rubin presented the following: Stuart, M. “Regarding Subdivision” Freemans Journal - 10-
01-2025.

Old Business:

1. Special Use Permit Application was reviewed and revisions were discussed. D. Kidder will
make edits and forward to Supervisor Seamon.

2. D. Kidder reported on the various communications with D. Gresham, Network Building and
Consulting, who is representing Verizon in the renewal process of the Special Use Permit
(SUP) for the telecommunications facility located at 1441 State Route 28 in the Town of
Columbia. The permit expired in August 2025. Mr. Gresham has been informed of the
process necessary to renew the SUP including but not limited to filing an application and the
rental fee of $75.00 fee to be paid.

3. D. Rubin and S. Dievendorf reported on the presentation Short Term Rentals Regulation by
the Herkimer Oneida Counties Planning Program. Information provided at the presentation
was distributed and key elements were discussed by Planning Board members. The Planning
Board will continue to gather information and discuss next steps.

4. Documents were circulated for the Planning Board that could be used when conducting
Special Use Permits and Site Plan reviews.

New Business:

1. The Town Board received a letter from the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
(DEC) concerning flood plain determination and registration in the Township. A meeting
with the NYS DEC will be held in December. D. Kidder and B. Warner-Davis will attend to
represent the Planning Board.

Board and Public Discussion:

1. D. Rubin submitted 2.5 hours of Planning Boards and Zoning Boards Land Use Training

2. The advertisement in the West Winfield Star for a new Planning Board member has yielded
no inquiries. D. Kidder will submit an advertisement to the Pennysaver.



Chairman Bayzon adjourned the meeting at 9:30 p.m.
Next meeting: December 17, 2025

Respectfully submitted,

Deborah Kidder
Secretary

Copy: Planning Board Members and alternate, Supervisor Town of Columbia, Town Clerk,
Town website



