
Town of Columbia    

Regular Planning Board Meeting    

May 21, 2025  

The Town of Columbia Planning Board held its regular monthly meeting on May 21, 2025 at the Town 

Building.      

Members Present: R. Bayzon; D. Rubin; R. Seamon; D. Kidder; B. Warner-Davis;  

S.Dievendorf, alternate     Others Present: none  

Meeting called to order at 7:14  p.m. by Chairman R. Bayzon   

Minutes of the Planning Board regular meeting held April 16, 2025 were approved by both  email and at the 

meeting as presented.   

Chairman’s Report:  

1. No report from the Town of Columbia Zoning/Codes Officer R. Donley.   

2. According to the state regulations, all public notices must be announced in a subscription newspaper. The 

Pennysaver would not meet that criteria.    

3. Chairman Bayzon distributed informational papers from L. Mithen-Demasi, Chief Counsel, Association of 

Towns of the New York State, regarding application of the NY State Environmental Quality Review.  The 

following items are of note:  

a. When renewal of the special use permit for the existing wireless telecommunications facility at 1441 

State Route 28 in the Town Columbia occurs, a State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) needs 

to be conducted.  As per an email from NY Towns, unless there is “a material change in permit 

conditions or the scope of the permitted activities” a Type II action under SEQR would be 

conducted.    

b. A SEQR is conducted by a legislative (elected) body, not an administrative (appointed) body, such as 

a Planning Board.  

c. In the SEQR regulations, a Type I action is required for the adoption or amendment of a 

Comprehensive Plan.  

Communications and Reports:  

1. D. Rubin presented the following :       

• Quackenbush, C. “ Town board passes six-month moratorium on solar project.”   4/26/25 - Daily Sentinel  

2. D. Kidder presented the following:  



• Manore, A. “New Hartford town board hears battery storage presentation, considers solar moratorium.”   5 / 

9 /25 - Daily Sentinel  

Old Business:  

1. EDF Columbia Solar Project: EDF has sent to lease holders a letter stating that EDF is no longer pursuing the 

Columbia Solar Project.  Supervisor Seamon also reported at the Town of Columbia Board meeting that he 

had received notification from EDF of this decision.   

2. D. Kidder noted that the Planning Board minutes for 2002 to 2010 will be duplicated onto archival paper by 

the Gallery in Yorkville, NY.  The invoice will go to the Town of Columbia  Town Clerk.  

Town of Columbia Comprehensive Plan:  

1. Photos have been inserted but may need to be reformatted once wording is complete.  Continued work on 

formatting, and prime soils language, and other details need to be completed.    

2. D. Rubin will contact the Herkimer Oneida Counties Comprehensive Planning Program for map delivery 

for insertion into the Comprehensive Plan digitally.  We do have the PDF versions for print, but would like 

the interactive component for putting maps on the website.   Also, can map numbers be changed to match 

the order of sections in the Comprehensive Plan.  

New Business:   

D. Rubin and D. Kidder attended a one hour, online training, “Rural Transit: How to Tackle the Impossible,” 

given by the New York Planning Federation.     

Board and Public Discussion: none  

Chairman Bayzon adjourned the meeting at 8:45 p.m.  

Next regular meeting: June 18, 2025  

Respectfully submitted,  

Deborah Kidder  

Secretary  

Copy: Planning Board Members and alternate, Town Supervisor, Town website   


