
Town of Columbia  

Regular Planning Board Meeting  


July 16, 2025


The Town of Columbia Planning Board held its regular monthly meeting on July 16, 2025 at the 
Town Building.    Members Present: R. Bayzon; D. Rubin; R. Seamon; D. Kidder; B. Warner-
Davis;  S.Dievendorf, alternate   	 Others Present: R. DiRienzo, landowner/resident and B. 
Davis, surveyor


Meeting called to order at 7:08  p.m. by Chairman R. Bayzon 

Minutes of the Planning Board regular meeting held June 18, 2025 were approved by both email 
and at the meeting as presented. 


Application for Subdivision:

1. Request for subdivision presented by Robin DiRienzo, landowner, to subdivide the property 

located on Tax Map Parcel 131.2-1-29.1 in the Town of Columbia, Herkimer County at 1555 
McKoons Rd. Richfield Springs, NY 13439. The proposed subdivision involves sectioning  
two new plats, 2.2 acres and 10.9 acres, from the original parent plat, 89.9 acres, zoned 
residential/ agricultural.  An application form was issued and completed by the land owner.  


2. After being recognized by Chairman Bayzon, R. Seamon made a motion, seconded by D. 
Kidder to classify the above proposed subdivision as a minor subdivision. There being no 
discussion, the motion was passed by voice vote in the affirmative by all members.  


3. The next step will to hold a public hearing on August 20, 2025 at 7:00 PM at the Town of 
Columbia Town Hall. Notice will be given in the West Winfield Star’s August 6, 2025 
edition. All interested persons are encouraged to attend and will be heard. Written comments 
can be provided at the hearing, or one week prior to the hearing in writing to 
columbia.planningboard@gmail.com.


4. The applicant has been advised to notify all adjacent landowners of the public hearing, 
complete a SEQR short form and to complete the application for minor subdivision. 
Chairman Bayzon will be in contact with applicant moving forward.


Chairman’s Report:

1. No report from the Town of Columbia Zoning/Codes Officer R. Donley.  Chairman Bayzon 

contacted Town of Columbia Zoning/Codes Officer R. Donley. to ask if the  renewal 
application for the existing wireless telecommunications facility at 1441 State Route 28 in the 



Town Columbia had been received.  Chairman Bayzon did not receive a reply from R. Donley.  
This special use permit is due to expire August 2025.


2. The Russian Orthodox Monastery sent a letter asking if the Planning Board had received any 
notification from a wind tower company.  The Planning Board has not received any 
communication and the Monastery has been contacted to inform as such.  


Communications and Reports:

1. D. Rubin presented the following :     


• Louise, P. “Columbia Gets Cemetery on Private Land”   7/16/25 - West Winfield Star

• “State gives green light for Madison County solar project”  7/11/25 - Daily Sentinel


Old Business: 

1. No further billing from the Herkimer Oneida Counties Comprehensive Planning Program 

(HOCCPP) will be sent for the PDF maps provided for the Comprehensive Plan.  For future 
reference, as noted in an 6/30/25 email from R. Reichert, HOCCPP  is willing to discuss and 
evaluate the costs of a digital product of the maps.


2.  An invoice was sent to the Town Supervisor and Town Clerk for the copying onto archival 
paper the Planning Board minutes. years 2001 to 2012.


3. D. Kidder will contact R. Reichert,  Herkimer Oneida Counties Comprehensive Planning 
Program, for map delivery with new numbering and ask about digitally interactive maps for 
Town website.


4.  All members will review and send comments regarding fee and applications drafts as 
forwarded by Supervisor Seamon.  Comments to be emailed to R. Seamon.


New Business: 

1. Chairman Bayzon presented the following materials for review by planning board members:


• Procedures in Filing Subdivision Applications, Article III of NYS Subdivision Law

• Current Town of Columbia Subdivision Pre-Application

• Current Town of Columbia Application for Minor Subdivision

• Land Use Application Notice of Action


 Board members discussed and reviewed the process.  Further review at next meeting.




2. The Town of Columbia Planning Board notes the following:                                                      
NYS Subdivision Review Division of Local Government, Part III, The Subdivision Review 
Process states “ Local planning boards have been given general jurisdiction to review 
subdivision plats (although in certain instances, a county planning commission can conduct 
subdivision review). Once delegated to the planning board, the local legislative body 
relinquishes authority to review the plat. After a local planning board has been authorized to 
exercise plat approval powers, State law requires the municipal clerk to immediately file a 
certificate of the planning board’s new review authority with the county clerk or register. 
Thereafter, no subdivision plat can be filed with the county clerk without the planning 
board’s approval, endorsed in writing on the plat in such manner as the planning board 
designates.  In addition to those presented, there needs to be an application and fee process 
for site plans, subdivision and special use permits.


Board and Public Discussion: none


Chairman Bayzon adjourned the meeting at 9:20 PM p.m.

Next regular meeting: August 20, 2025

Respectfully submitted,


Deborah Kidder

Secretary

Copy: Planning Board Members and alternate, Town Supervisor, Town website 


