
Town of Columbia    

Regular Planning Board Meeting    

August 20, 2025  

The Town of Columbia Planning Board held its regular monthly meeting on August 20, 2025 at 

the Town Building.      

Members Present: R. Bayzon; D. Rubin; R. Seamon; D. Kidder; B. Warner-Davis;  

S.Dievendorf, alternate     Others Present: none  

Meeting called to order at 7:35  p.m. by Chairman R. Bayzon   

Minutes of the Planning Board regular meeting held July 16, 2025 were approved by both email 

and at the meeting as presented.   

Chairman’s Report:  

1. No report from the Town of Columbia Zoning/Codes Officer R. Donley.   

2. Town of Columbia Zoning/Codes Officer R. Donley has been informed by emails from 

Chairman Bayzon of the expiration of the special use permit for the telecommunications 

facility at 1441 State Route 28 in the Town Columbia, issued to InSite Wireless Group & 

Upstate Cellular Network d/b/s Verizon Wireless, due August 2025.  The Planning Board 

suggests that Mr. Donley, in his capacity as Codes Officer of the Township, should investigate 

the expiration of this special use permit.  In 2020, the request from InSite Wireless Group & 

Upstate Cellular Network d/b/s Verizon Wireless had been received by the Town of Columbia 

Codes Officer and forwarded to the Planning Board for action.  A five-year extension had 

been approved by Town of Columbia Planning Board at their July 15, 2020 meeting.  

3. The Planning Board has received a letter from the Holy Trinity Monastery in the Town of 

Warren regarding correspondence about proposed renewable energy projects in the area.  

Communications and Reports:  

1. D. Rubin presented the following :       

• Bellon, B. “ Subdivision Presentation Draws Large Crowd, Raise Concerns”    8/14/25 - 

Freeman’s Journal  

2. D. Kidder reported on the Town of Columbia Board August meeting.    

Old Business:  



1.  Fees for Subdivision application reviewed.  Planning Board determined the following:  

• $75.00 for minor Subdivision  

• $100.00 for major Subdivision plus $75.00 per lot for over three lots.  

2. Planning Board members reviewed various sample Subdivision applications and determined 

components to use for the Town of Columbus Subdivision application.  S. Dievendorf and D. 

Kidder will collate components into a single subdivision application and will forward to 

Planning Board members.   

New Business:   

1. A State Environmental Quality Review Impact Assessment was conducted by the Planning 

Board for the proposed DiRienzo subdivision. It was determined that the proposed action will  

not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts.                                                              

2. Chairman Bayzon also presented Herkimer County Agricultural Data Statement signed by 

the landowner.  This statement is a requirement if the proposed action is within 500 feet of a 

farm operation located in a NYS Dept. of Ag & Markets certified Agricultural District.    

3. Secretary Kidder will forward all necessary documents to the Herkimer County Planning  

Board for their consideration.                                                                                4.  Chairman  

Bayzon presented proposed Town Seal.  Planning Board members were in favor of the seal 

sample with the larger font, no town outline and the use of EST.  

Board and Public Discussion: none  

Chairman Bayzon adjourned the meeting at 9:30 p.m.  

Next regular meeting: September 17, 2025  

Respectfully submitted,  

Deborah Kidder  

Secretary  

Copy: Planning Board Members and alternate, Town Supervisor, Town website   


