
Town of Columbia    

Regular Planning Board Meeting    

April 16, 2025  

The Town of Columbia Planning Board held its regular monthly meeting on April 16, 2025 at the 

Town Building.  

Members Present: R. Bayzon; D. Rubin; R. Seamon; D. Kidder; B. Warner-Davis;  

 S.Dievendorf, alternate       Others Present: Supervisor N. Seamon Meeting 

called to order at 7:15  p.m. by Chairman R. Bayzon   

Minutes of the Planning Board regular meeting held March 19, 2025 were approved by both  

email and at the meeting as presented.   

Chairman’s Report:  

1. No report from the Town of Columbia Zoning/Codes Officer R. Donley.   

2. It is anticipated that the renewal of the special use permit for the existing wireless 

telecommunications facility at 1441 State Route 28 in the Town Columbia, issued to InSite 

Wireless Group & Upstate Cellular Network d/b/s Verizon Wireless, will be due August 2025.   

A five-year extension had been approved by Town of Columbia Planning Board at their July  

15, 2020 meeting.  In 2020, the request from InSite Wireless Group & Upstate Cellular 

Network d/b/s Verizon Wireless had been received by the Town of Columbia Codes Officer 

and forwarded to the Planning Board for action.  The Planning Board is authorized by the 

Town of Columbia Land Use (Zoning) Law to issue special use permits.  There is an escrow 

account held by the Town of Columbia to facilitate any costs that may be incurred in issuing 

this permit.   

3. Supervisor Seamon routed to the Planning Board a publication by NYSHTA NYS Hospitality 

and Tourism Association regarding a proposed NYS Short-Term Rental Law.  The publication 

has been shared with the Herkimer County Supervisors.  Planning Board members will be on 

the lookout for information regarding short-term rentals and possible impact to the Township.    

Communications and Reports:  

1. D. Rubin presented the following :       

• Manore, A. Board takes dim view of solar proposal.” 4/11/25 - Daily Sentinel  



• Mills, S. “Solar array, subdivision approved.”   4/5/25 - Daily Sentinel  

2. D. Kidder presented the following:  

• Solar Expansion “NY Power Authority acquires first solar farm.”   3/27/25 - Daily Sentinel  

Old Business:  

1. EDF Columbia Solar Project: No report.    

2. D. Kidder reported that the Planning Board minutes for 1995 to 2001 have been duplicated 

onto archival paper.  The work was done by the Gallery in Yorkville, NY, the cost was $15.24.  

Town of Columbia Comprehensive Plan:  

1. Continued work on formatting, photo insertion, historical map references and prime soils 

language, and other details need to be completed.    

2. D. Rubin will contact the Herkimer Oneida Counties Comprehensive Planning Program for 

map delivery for insertion into the Comprehensive Plan.  

New Business:  

none  

Board and Public Discussion: none  

Chairman Bayzon adjourned the meeting at 8:45 p.m.  

Next regular meeting: May 21, 2025  

Respectfully submitted,  

Deborah Kidder  

Secretary  

Copy: Planning Board Members and alternate, Town Supervisor, Town website   


