Town of Columbia
Regular Planning Board Meeting

December 17, 2025

The Town of Columbia Planning Board held its regular monthly meeting on December 17, 2025
at the Town Building.

Members Present: R. Bayzon; D. Rubin; R. Seamon; D. Kidder; B. Warner-Davis; S.
Dievendorf, alternate ~ Others Present: M. Judson

Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Chairman R. Bayzon
Minutes of the Planning Board regular meeting held November 19, 2025 were approved by both

email and at the meeting as presented.

Chairman’s Report:

1. No report from the Town of Columbia Zoning/Codes Officer R. Donley.

2. With the intent to address a possible subdivision on a property owned by W. Matteson, the
surveyor was unable to attend. This will be on the meeting agenda for January 21, 2026.

3. Contact was made by S. Olson, both thru email and phone on December 17, 2025, requesting
attendance at the Planning Board’s December 17, 2025 meeting. This is the first contact to
the Planning Board by S. Olson, representing a proposed telecommunications facility tower
by Bell Atlantic Mobile Systems LLC d/b/a Verizon Wireless, located at tax map parcel
131.1-1-8 in the Town of Columbia. The Planning Board requires a one week notice before
any item can be placed on the agenda. As contact by S.Olson was made the morning of
December 17, 2025, Mr. Olson was informed that his request was denied both in an email and
thru a personal phone call with Chairman Bayzon. S. Olson will be on the agenda for the
Planning Board’s January 21, 2026 meeting.

4. Chairman Bayzon has been sorting through various Planning Board materials and will be
distributing to Planning Board members as appropriate. The need to date all documents was

again emphasized.

Communications and Reports:

1. Minutes of the December 11, 2025 Town Board meeting were distributed for review.



2. D. Kidder presented the following:”County time running out to register short-term rental

properties.”

« Utica “County time is running out to register short-term rental properties.” 12/16/25 - Daily
Sentinel

Old Business:

1. D. Kidder made final revisions to the Special Use Permit Application and forwarded to

Supervisor Seamon. Fee structure to be determined by the Town Board.

. D. Kidder reported no communications with D. Gresham, Network Building and Consulting,

who is representing Verizon in the renewal process of the Special Use Permit (SUP) for the
telecommunications facility located at 1441 State Route 28 in the Town of Columbia. A
follow up email was sent to D. Gresham on December 15, 2025. The permit expired in
August 2025. Mr. Gresham has been informed of the process necessary to renew the SUP
including but not limited to filing an application and the renewal fee of $75.00 fee to be paid.

. D. Kidder reported on the Town of Columbia Zoning Board of Appeals Public Hearing

regarding an area variance appeal by S. Olson, representing a proposed telecommunications
facility tower, Bell Atlantic Mobile Systems LLC d/b/a Verizon Wireless, located at tax map
parcel 131.1-1-8 in the Town of Columbia. The appeal call for the location of a
telecommunications facility tower to be located in a residential/agricultural zone. The Zoning
Board as lead agency will conduct a SEQR (State Environmental Quality Review) and will

complete a 239 referral application to the Herkimer County Planning Board for their review.

. The Planning Board developed a series of tasks regarding Short Term Rentals (STR).

Determine the status of a STR Registry for Herkimer County. Did the County opt in or opt
out of a registry? D. Rubin to discover.

All members to search for any pertinent information about STRs to include by not limited to
items such as regulations and processes by other townships and/or the state.

D. Rubin will be the point person for collecting information from the group.

New Business:

l.

The Planning Board makes the following recommendation to the Town Of Columbia Town
Board:

The appointment of Sandra Dievendorf as Planning Board member to fill a vacancy on the

Planning Board. This vacancy is the result of the retirement of Chairman Bayzon.



* The appointment of Michael Judson as alternate to the Planning Board.
* the appointment of Barbara Warner-Davis as Planning Board Chairperson

* The appointment of Rebecca Seaman as Agricultural Representative.
Board and Public Discussion:

1. S. Dievendorf made a request that the Planning Board consider opening meetings with a
prayer.

2. D. Kidder suggested the Town Board consider forming a working citizens group to draft a
wind tower law for the Town.

3. The Planning Board extends its best wishes to Chairman Bayzon as he departs and expresses
its sincere appreciation for his many years of service. Members spoke in recognition of his
major contributions to the Board, acknowledging his exceptional knowledge, steady

leadership, and unwavering dedication.

Chairman Bayzon adjourned the meeting at 9:30 p.m.
Next meeting: January 21, 2026 at 7:00 pm.  Annual Organizational Meeting: January 21,
2026 at 6:45 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Deborah Kidder

Secretary

Copy: Planning Board Members and alternate, Supervisor Town of Columbia, Town Clerk,
Town website



