Town of Columbia
Regular Planning Board Meeting
October 15, 2025

The Town of Columbia Planning Board held its regular monthly meeting on October 15, 2025 at the
Town Building. Members Present: R. Bayzon; D. Rubin; R. Seamon; D. Kidder; B. Warner-Davis;
S.Dievendorf, alternate Others Present: E, Gloo, Town Clerk

Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Chairman R. Bayzon
Minutes of the Planning Board regular meeting held September 17, 2025 were approved by both email

and at the meeting as presented.

Chairman’s Report:

1. Town of Columbia Zoning/Codes Officer R. Donley has been unable to resolve the issue concerning
the expired special use permit for the wireless telecommunications facility at 1441 State Route 28 in
the Town Columbia. R. Donley has attempted to make contact with owners of the cell tower and will
next reach out to the land owner.

2. Chairman Bayzon was informed by Town of Columbia Zoning/Codes Officer R. Donley that the
applicant for the proposed telecommunications facility at Tax Map Parcel 131.1°-1-8 on Jordanville
Road has been informed of Town Law NO.2, 2000, “Wireless Telecommunications Facilities Siting
Law.” Accordingly, the Planning Board requires a pre-application meeting.

3. Comprehensive Plan was approved at the October 9, 2025 Town Board meeting. The Comprehensive
Plan and accompanying maps are not yet on the Town’s website. A black and white hard copy,
without maps, was given to the Planning Board.

4. Chairman Bayzon noted an agenda item for November meeting will be a subdivision determination.

Communications and Reports:
1. B. Warner -Davis presented: “Warren Cemetery Part of Town of Columbia” 10/15/25 - West Winfield

Star
2. R. Bayzon presented: Hartzell, K. “Program helping property owners to convert short-term rentals to
housing.” 10/3-9/25 - Adirondack Explorer

Old Business:

1. D. Kidder has submitted forms for subdivision application and fee schedule to the Town’s
Supervisor and Clerk.

2. The current application and fee schedule for a special use permit were reviewed and suggestions

were made by Planing Board members. D.Kidder and S. Dievendorf will develop revised versions of



both application and fee schedule. Currently the fee schedule calls for $75 located in the

agriculture/residential zone and $100 located in the agriculture/ commercial zone.

New Business:

1. Planning Board members will familiarize themselves with Town Law NO.2, 2000, “Wireless
Telecommunications Facilities Siting Law.” The Planning Board has a need for a check list of items
to consider for proposed site plans.

2. An email from the New York Planning Federation stated that membership dues will not increase in

2026. The email has been forwarded to Town Clerk Gloo and Supervisor Seamon.

Board and Public Discussion:

1. The following recommendations are made to the Town:

« The Comprehensive Plan and accompanying maps need to be on the Town’s website. Also, what
will the procedure be for obtaining a printed, color copy of the Comprehensive Plan and Maps?

« Dates need to be added to all form and documents created.

« All Town’s laws, not just currently passed laws, should be placed on the Town’s website.

« An advertisement for a new Planning Board member needs to be placed in the Town’s newspaper
of record, the Town’s website and the Pennysaver. D.Kidder will send a sample along with the
recommendation to the Town’s supervisor and Clerk.

2. Planning Board members discussed the short-term rentals situation in our Township. D. Rubin
presented many considerations that should be addressed for short-term rentals including the need for
sites plan reviews for short-term rentals. On November 10, 2025, D. Rubin will be attending a land use
training by the Herkimer Oneida Counties Planning Program titled , “Housing in Your Community.”
Our town needs to be proactive in this area and understand the impacts of short-term rentals on our

Town.

Chairman Bayzon adjourned the meeting at 9:15 p.m.
Next regular meeting: November 19, 2025
Respectfully submitted,

Deborah Kidder
Secretary
Copy: Planning Board Members and alternate, Town Supervisor, Town website



