
Town of Columbia  

Regular Planning Board Meeting  


September 17, 2025


The Town of Columbia Planning Board held its regular monthly meeting on September 17, 
2025 at the Town Building.    

Members Present: R. Bayzon; D. Rubin; R. Seamon; D. Kidder; B. Warner-Davis;

S.Dievendorf, alternate   	Others Present: M. Detweiler


Meeting called to order at 7:05  p.m. by Chairman R. Bayzon 


Minutes of the Planning Board regular meeting held August 20, 2025 were approved by both 
email and at the meeting as presented. 


Determination of possible subdivision classification:

M. Detweiler asked for a subdivision classification for the property located at Tax Map Parcel 
131.4-1-17.1 in the Town of Columbia, Herkimer County at 515 Hayner Road, Richfield 
Springs, NY 13439, zoned residential/ agricultural.  M. Detweiler stated that only one 2 (two) 
acre lot will be partitioned off of the parent lot and provided documentation and survey map to 
that effect.  As the proposal does not ask for two or more plots to be subdivided from the parent 
plot, the Planning Board determined that this proposed action does not qualify as a subdivision 
in the Town of Columbia. No further action is required by the Planning Board. 


Chairman’s Report:

1. No report from the Town of Columbia Zoning/Codes Officer R. Donley.  

2. Information regarding ownership changes of the InSite Wireless Group & Upstate Cellular 

Network d/b/s Verizon Wireless telecommunication tower to American Tower has been 
forwarded to R. Donley for his use as Codes Officer of the Township, for contact information 
regarding the expiration of the special use permit for the telecommunications facility at 1441 
State Route 28 in the Town Columbia.


Communications and Reports:

1.  D.Kidder and S. Dievendorf reported on the Town of Columbia’s September 11, 2025 Town 

Board meeting.  Town’s Preliminary Budget for 2026 was distributed.  Public Hearing for 
budget 2026 is scheduled for 6:45 on 10/9/25.


2.  D. Kidder presented the following: “Griffo encourages feedback on state draft energy plan”   
9/9/25 - Daily Sentinel 




3. D. Rubin presented the following:   

• “ Community Turns Out Meeting on Manocherian Subdivision”  9/14125 - Freeman’s 

Journal. 

• “ 7 Towers Implode in Madison County”  9/18/25 - WKTV


4.    B. Warner-Davis presented the following: Town of Winfield Legal Notice for a Public 
Hearing to consider and receive public comment regarding proposed law to sequester, repeal, 
and disband the Town of Winfield Zoning Board of Appeals.  - West Winfield Star


Old Business:

1. Comprehensive Plan: Public Hearing conducted by Town of Columbia Town Board will be 

October 9, 2025. Herkimer County Planning Board made no recommendation for the 
Comprehensive Plan but advised of  modifications needed in the demographic section.  D. 
Kidder will coordinate with Supervisor Seamon to make needed changes to demographic 
section of Comprehensive Plan.  


2. Subdivision application and subdivision documents were reviewed. After S. Dievendorf 
makes needed revisions, the documents will be forwarded to Supervisor Seamon. 


3. A no recommendation decision was received from the Herkimer County Planning Board 
regarding the DiRienzo minor subdivision.   A motion was made by D. Rubin and seconded 
by R. Seamon to approve the minor subdivision request by John and Robin DiRienzo at Tax 
map Parcel 131.2-1-29.1 on 1555 McKoons Road, Richfield Springs, NY 13439 in the Town 
of Columbia. The motion was approved by roll call:


R.Bayzon	 yes	 	 D. Rubin	 yes	 	 B. Warner-Davis	 yes

D Kidder	 yes	 	 R. Seamon	 yes

      D. Kidder will notify the landowner and file the decision with the Town Clerk.


New Business: 

None


Board and Public Discussion: 

1. The Planning Board discussed the need for site plans and/or special use permits for 

buildings whose purpose is for short term rentals. The Planning Board will look at the 
application process for site plan and special use permits. 


2. The Planning Board received a statement of intent by Bell Atlantic Mobile Systems LLC d/
b/a Verizon Wireless for as telecommunications facility on lands owned by William 
Makowy on September 13, 2025.  The receipt of the materials was less than a week (7 days) 
prior to the September 17, 2025 Planning Board scheduled meeting.  As per the Town of 



Columbia Planning Board by-laws, any item need to be received at least seven days prior to 
the scheduled meeting to be on the agenda and considered for action. The Town of 
Columbia Zoning/Codes Officer R. Donley. has not given notice to the Planning Board of 
his determination regarding the zoning permit in this matter. 


3. Chairman Bayzon gave notice that he will not be seeking to renew his term on the Planning 
Board when his term ends in December.


Chairman Bayzon adjourned the meeting at 9:30 p.m.  Next regular meeting: October 15, 2025


Respectfully submitted,


Deborah Kidder

Secretary

Copy: Planning Board Members and alternate, Town Supervisor, Town website 



